
Introduction 

 
 One of  t he f irst s act ivit ies carried out  by t hose who lat er creat e AFIN was t he conference La adopción y el  

acogimient o:  present e y perspect ivas on t he 4t h of  Oct ober 2004 at  t he Universit at  de Barcelona,  one of  t he f irst  

meet ings in Cat alonia and Spain about  int ernat ional adopt ion.   

 However,  i t  has probably not  been remembered by t his,  but  for t he fact  t hat  it  gat hered around t he same 

‘ t able’  bot h scient ist s and researchers,  professionals and t echnicians,  administ rat ors and sol icit ors,  members of  

Adopt ion Agencies and family associat ions and famil ies t hemselves,  in order t o exchange experiences and 

knowledges.     

 This at t empt  t o int er-relat e t he voices of  t hose who part icipat e f rom dif ferent  f ields in issues as complex 

as adopt ion and fost erage,  t hat  init ial ly ’ scared’  t hose who bel ieved it  was complicat ed and inconvenient  t o 

gat her a group so het erogeneous in t erms of  int erest s and act ions.  Nevert heless,  it  ended up being one of  it s 

principals goals,  t aking int o account  t he assessment  received f rom t hose who assist ed.   

  Those result s and repercussions conf irmed t he benef it s of  a format  t hat  has been used again on t he I 

Int ernat ional Forum of  Childhood and Famil ies De Fi l ias y Fobias:  del  parent esco biológico al  cul t ural  on 

Sept ember/ Oct ober 2006,  on t he Int ernat ional  Conference La adopción int ernacional  ent re el  ‘ al lá’  y el  ‘ aquí’  

on February 2008,  on t he conference Ef ect os de la Inst i t ucional ización en la Inf ancia on March 2009 and on t he 

Int ernat ional Conferences La ‘ int egración’  de la adopción int ernacional  on  May 2010,  organized by AFIN,  always 

giving posit ive result s and experiences t o t hose who assist ed and/ or part icipat ed.   

 ‘ Giving t he voice’  t o dif ferent  experiences,  t hought s,  opinions and sit uat ions in relat ion t o adopt ions and 

fost erages in part icular or t o famil ies and childhoods in general,  is also one of  t he purposes of  t he AFIN’ s 

Newslet t er.  

 This Newslet t er 17,  writ t en by Jennifer,  a young lady who was born in China and adopt ed by a family f rom 

t he USA t hat  t ook part  in t he AFIN Conference on May 2010,  is an example of  t his.  The Newsletter 13  was also at  

t he t ime and example of  t his,  in which an adopt ive mot her shared her experience in relat ion t o children’ s 

l i t erat ure about  adopt ion.  
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This Newslet t er is publ isehd wit h t he support  of  t he Spanish Minist ry of  Science and Innovat ion t hrough t he Proj ect  
R+D Adopción Int ernacional  y Nacional :  Fami l ia,  educación y per t enencia:  perspect ivas int erdiscipl inares y comparat i -

vas (MICIN CSO2009-14763-C03-01 subprograma SOCI)  

 

https://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B43aJZ04ib_5NzUzMWI2MzQtMDZmNy00ZmIxLWIwNjEtMzU1MTg0YmY0YWJl&hl=en�


 

 La Integración de las personas adoptadas inte rnacionalmente: perspectivas personales.   

7-8 May 2010 

 

Reflect ions on being and becoming an adult  t ransnat ional adoptee in the USA 

 

Jennifer Bao Yu “ Precious Jade”  Jue-St euck,  Universit y of  Cal ifornia at  Berkeley,  USA,  

JenniferJueSt euck@post .harvard.edu 

 

 

Dear AFIN Readers,  

This essay,  “ The Smell  of  Magic – Magic Mondays:  8 Chance Encount ers That  Changed My Life, ”  is 

about  Jennifer’ s experiences growing up as a Chinese adopt ee in t he Unit ed St at es.   

Original Publ icat ion Dat e:  December 7,  2009 at  www.ChineseAdopt ee.com 

 

Dedicat ion: 

 

AFIN,  Adoptantis,  CORA,  CRIA,  D r.  Diana Marre,  Gobierno de Espa ña,  La Voz de los Adoptados,  

UAB  

 

And 

 

To Glorious Maeve,  my sist er in t he Emerald Isle,  wit h love.  

To my fel low One World C0-Bloggers,  who each inspire me wit h t heir own unique brand of  magic,  

giving me t he courage t o carry on and t o "bloom my best " where I was plant ed,  no mat t er what .  

And t o my mom, t he Goddess who never knew she was. . .  

(Mom, you were mist aken - You did make a di f f erence,  you did mat t er .  I l ove you.  I'm so proud t hat  

you were my mom. ) 
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"The Smell of Magic,  Magic Mondays" 

by Jennifer Bao Yu “ Precious Jade”  Jue-St euck 

 

8 Chance Encounters That Changed My Life: 

 

 

1.  At  age 2. . .seeing t he beaut iful  poet  & art ist  Janet  Jue,  a Goddess f rom Los Angeles,  sit t ing in (of  

al l  places) my birt hfamily's l iving room in t he Republ ic of  China.  Just  moment s before meet ing Janet ,  

birt hmot her (f rom JIANGSU Province,  China) was about  t o best ow her blessing on an Aust ral ian 

couple t o t ake me t o Aust ral ia.  Lit t le did I know t hat  t he Goddess f rom Cal ifornia was going t o 

become my mom! 

 

 

2.  At  age 4. . .bumping int o and being swung round and round in circles by a 

laughing l i t t le boy who had j ust  landed at  Los Angeles Int ernat ional Airport  

f rom Seoul,  Sout h Korea.  This t oddler became my charismat ic baby 

brot her,  Chris.   

 

 

 

 

 

3.  At  age 8. . .spot t ing Sant a in my chimney wit h cousin Colet t e 

way past  our bedt ime on Christ mas Eve.  
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Phot o:  Jenni f er  wi t h Chr is and grandmot her  Bet t y St euck,  Orange Count y,  
Cal i f ornia (1983) 

Phot o:  Chr ist opher  Jue-St euck (Jenni f er ’ s brot her) ar r iving f rom Seoul ,  Sout h Korea 

at  Los Angeles Int ernat ional  Airpor t  (1982) 

 



 

4.  At  age 20. . .discovering,  for t he f irst  t ime in my l i fe,  an adopt ee in class.  She was adopt ed f rom 

Korea,  and was also an undergrad at  NYU's Tisch School of  t he Art s (a place wit h very few Asians and 

Asian American st udent s at  t he t ime).  She approached me because she was going t hrough a phase 

when she was exploring her "Asian" ident it y.  I had already explored t hat  t errain and yearned t o be 

seen as "Jennifer, " which,  in my mind,  was so much more t han j ust  my "Asian face" and ancest ry.  We 

lat er became fast  f r iends,  spending hours chat t ing int o t he wee hours about  our l ives,  our adopt ion 

experiences,  t he complexit y of  our various ident it ies,  our dreams of  a fut ure when Asian adopt ees 

could be seen and represent ed on t he big screen as real people,  as we saw ourselves (inst ead of  

being def ined by how ot hers saw us -- Madame But t er f ly,  Miss Saigon. . . .gaaaaaaggg! ! ).  

 

 

5.  At  age 24. . .sit t ing,  by chance,  beside a young Chinese adopt ee and her mom on t he NYC MTA 

subway.  I explained I was adopt ed,  t oo.  "She's beaut iful , " I st ood t o exit  t he subway car at  59t h 

St reet .  Her mom beamed back a smile,  "So are you." Merging int o t he midt own Manhat t an crowd 

above ground,  I fel t  l ike an angel had j ust  spread it s wings and kissed me.  

 

 

6.  At  age 28. . .meet ing Maeve,  age 4,  a Chinese adopt ee in Ireland.  While sharing ice creams and 

crossing a st reet  in sout hern Ireland,  Maeve sl ipped her small  hand in mine and wouldn't  let  go.  

We’ ve been sist ers of  t he heat  ever since.  
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Phot o (lef t  t o r ight ):  Maeve & Jenni f er  shar ing ice creams 
in Count y Cork,  Ireland (2006) 

 



 

7.  At  ages 28-29. . . f irst  t ime 'meet ing' fel low peer-aged ADULT Chinese 

adopt ees! ! !  They were NOT easy t o f ind,  and in fact ,  I wasn't  even sure 

if  t hey exist ed! !  

(Through books,  f r iends and a worldwide search,  I "met " Dr.  Amanda 

Baden,  Dr.  Mei-Mei El lerman,  Devorah Schwart zbaum Goldst ein,  Miss 

Chris At kins.  We real ized t here was no group for Chinese adopt ees of  

al l  ages,  creat ed by Chinese adopt ees. . .so we launched Chinese 

Adopt ee Links Int ernat ional:  www.ChineseAdopt ee.com) 

 

 

8.  Today. . .Meet ing YOU. 
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Phot o (lef t  t o r ight ) at  CASA DE ASIA,  BARCELONA: Dr .  Diana 

Marre,  Ana Kay (UK),  Jenna Cook (USA),  Danya Sauerhaf t  (USA),  

Leigh Bar t on (USA),  Linda Goldst ein Knowl t on (USA),  Jenni f er  

Jue-St euck (USA),  Amy Chang (USA y Madr id),  Bet h Sauerhaf t  

(USA),  March 2008 

Phot o (lef t  t o r ight ) in ENGLAND: Chinese adopt ees Jenni f er  Jue-St euck (USA) 

y Adele (Uni t ed Kingdom),  Spr ing 2010, UK 

CASA DE ASIA,  BARCELONA, March 2008  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today is ful l  of  magic.  It 's magical because we met .  May your week be f i l led wit h love,  lavished wit h 

magical moment s t hat  nourish your spirit  and nurt ure your soul.   

 

Special t hanks t o aut hor Susana Saladini for inspiring t he t it le,  "The Smel l  of  Magic,  Magic Mondays." 
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CASA DEL MAR, BARCELONA, March 2010 

  CASA DEL MAR, BARCELONA, 8 May 2010  

 



What  chance encounters have changed your life? 

 

NAME:  Jennifer Bao Yu "Precious Jade" Jue-St euck 

 

NATIVE PROVINCE: Taipei,  Taiwan & Jiangsu,  China (birt hmot her's nat ive province) 

 

ARRIVED IN THE USA:  Dec 1979/ Jan 1980 

 

GREW UP IN: Laguna Beach (Orange Count y,  Cal ifornia),  Branch Pond Lake (near Acadia Nat ional 

Park,  Maine),  Paris (5ème,  7ème,  16ème arrondissement s),  Cambridge (Massachuset t s),  NYC (8 years 

in Greenwich Vil lage & Columbus Circle) 

 

LOVES: Making new f r iends on airplanes,  dancing,  writ ing,  musicals,  t ravel,  r iding t rains,  maj est ic 

old t rain st at ions,  t rees,  animals,  perfume,  t he color purple,  f resh f ruit  & cheese plat t ers,  dim sum, 

dumplings,  warm cookies,  ice cream,  noodles (of  any kind! ),  archit ect ure,  'expot it ions, ' sudden 

epiphanies,  let t ers,  l ibraries,  t he sound of  waves,  pilat es,  yoga,  af t ernoon naps at  t he beach,  lying 

upside down l ist ening t o opera music,  st ar gazing 

 

DEFINING MOMENT: When my (adopt ive) mom, my best  f r iend,  was diagnosed wit h st age 3C ovarian 

cancer.  Wat ching your mom die and knowing t hat  you can't  do anyt hing t o save her changes your 

perspect ive forever.  (I was 19.  Mom lost  her cancer bat t le at  age 58. ) 

 

JENNIFER’S CURRENT PROJECTS: Inspirat ion Ice Cream: Tips f or  Blooming Your Best !  (a book in 

memory of  mom) Leaving Grand Cent ral  (Middle Grade novel) Adopt ion Pr ide (non-f ict ion Ph.D.  

Dissert at ion) 

 

EDUCATION:  Universit y of  Cal ifornia at  Berkeley,  NYU's Tisch School of  t he Art s & Harvard 

 

WHY THIS “ONE WORLD”  BLOG WAS BORN: "Alone we can do so l i t t le;  t oget her we can do so 

much." - Helen Kel ler 
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http://inspiration-ice-cream.blogspot.com/�
http://ethnicstudies.berkeley.edu/graduate/profile.php?person=40�


 

"I dreamed of  a place where dif ferent  generat ions of  Chinese adopt ees  

and f riends could come t oget her t o have a conversat ion,   

t o share knowledge,   

t o empower and inspire one anot her wit h our st ories  

t hrough a group blog for CAL (Chinese Adopt ee Links) Int ernat ional.   

My wish f or  you,  dear  reader ,   

is t hat  t his blog blesses you wi t h new t hought s  

(perhaps here you'l l  f ind j ust  t he words you needed t o lean on),   

connect s you t o ot hers (including role models,  of  al l  ages),   

and inspires you t o bloom your  best  (! )  

wherever  you are plant ed,   

no mat t er  what  your  background is or  how you came t o be par t  of  our  f ami ly,   

t he human f ami ly.   

Thank you f or  your  cont r ibut ions t o our  global  'ONE WORLD' communit y. "  

 

 

~ Love f rom Jennifer of  Laguna Beach,  Orange Count y,  Cal ifornia,  USA 

   Web:  ht t p: / / www.Precious-Jade.com 
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